[Surgical interventions in extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO)].
Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation is a suitable technique for short-term treatment of resistant respiratory failure with a comparably low mortality rate of 32%. However, pulmonary complications are quite often encountered during ECMO therapy making thoracic interventions necessary. The most frequent of these complications is hemorrhage followed by lung fistula, which remain resistant to conventional therapy. The indication for operative lung resection during ECMO treatment must remain restricted to selected cases, since these procedures have a high morbidity.